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Herts CAMRA branches
support and promoting reopened Hertfordshire pubs
Buntingford Brewery
celebrates its re-launch with
a new tasting suite opened
by Royston’s Town Mayor
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Don’t Distance Yourself —
Support Your Local

To coincide with pubs re-opening during April and May, the
Hertfordshire CAMRA Branches are keen to support and promote
our Hertfordshire pubs. We have produced posters and beer
mats celebrating them. Look out for these appearing in pub
windows, on pub walls and on noticeboards around the county.
We are sure that our readers will all want our Herts pubs to
succeed at the heart of our communities and for this to happen
we must support them by popping in for a pint or a meal. Please
spread the message.
A pint of well-kept cask conditioned ale in a brilliant welcoming
pub. Three cheers to that!

THE BITTER END
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Parliamentary Inquiry into how pubs and communities have been
affected by the pandemic

T

he All-Party Parliamentary Group on Pubs
(Pubs APPG) Inquiry on the impact of the
pandemic
on
pubs,
landlords
and
communities received 15,000 responses in its first
week and accepted further submissions until 21
May.
The Pubs APPG is cross-party group of MPs who aim
to promote and campaign for the interests of pubs,
landlords and the communities around these pubs
both in Westminster and beyond.
Responses to the Inquiry will be used to produce
recommendations to the Government on what action
needs to be taken to help pubs thrive post-pandemic.
Commenting, Pubs APPG Chair Charlotte Nichols
MP said:
“I want to thank everyone who has taken part
already. Your responses are an incredibly moving
testament to just how important pubs are to
communities.
“As more and more pubs are able to reopen, it is
increasingly important that they’re valued by
Government for the key role they can play in our
social and community recovery from the pandemic.
“I particularly want to encourage licensees and pub
staff to continue to make your voices heard and take
part in the Inquiry — your expertise will be vital in
producing recommendations for Government that
will truly support your businesses and communities”.

THE LORDSHIP ARMS
Repeat Herts Pub of the Year Winner
The Inn In The Sticks
Benington, Nr Stevenage

NORTH HERTS CAMRA BRANCH
PUB OF THE YEAR 2020
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Crouch Vale Brewer’s Gold
Black Sheep Best Timothy Taylor’s Landlord
Plus 5 changing guest beers from Independent
& Micro-Breweries including a mild, stout or porter.
Also Traditional Cider
See our fine selection of current & coming beers
online
Lunchtime Snacks
Curry Night every Wednesday £10.00
--------------------------------------------------

Classic Car meetings April to September

Tel 01438 869665

www.lordshiparms.co.uk
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Brewery and Pub Sector News
Buntingford Brewery Revamp

he well-known Buntingford Brewery went
through a very exciting transition on May 3rd.
Celebrating a rebranding launch, the new
website going live and the inclusion of bottles now
available!
With a challenging year seemingly almost past for
both the hospitality and brewing industry, it really
has given us the chance to explore our brand and in
doing so push our boundaries. We have revisited
some brews of old — as well as brand new ales which
were certainly met with resounding applause.
On the 3rd we opened our new tasting suite at
Buntingford Brewery, with Royston Town Mayor Rob
Inwood doing the honours cutting the ribbon —
pictured below right.

Offering
a
great
selection of cask ales
and cider to pubs,
homes and events…
we
certainly
are
focusing on the future.
Watch this space… as
our new webshop is
going live at:
www.buntingfordbrewery.com
Keep up to date with what all our team are up to via
our social media channels on Facebook and
Instagram.
Charlie at Buntingford Brewery

White Hart Tap
4 Keyfield Terrace, St Albans
Tel: 01727 860974

Timothy Taylor’s Landlord and Boltmaker,
Tring Side Pocket, and 3 guest beers
including home brewed ales
Quality Food Served Lunchtime all week
Evenings Monday - Saturday
Sunday Roasts
Traditional Fresh Cod & Chips Every Friday
Night
Quiz Night Every Wednesday

Large Beer Garden

www.whiteharttap.co.uk
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Beer News and Features
The future of real ale demands our continued vigilance

ome years ago a top man at a national brewery
solemnly told me that all the changes in the
industry — the rise of small brewers and the
much greater choice for drinkers — would have
happened if CAMRA had never existed. The irony of
that conversation is that the brewery he worked for —
Whitbread — no longer exists while the Campaign is
raising a collective glass to celebrate its 50th
anniversary.
I believe he was fundamentally wrong. If CAMRA
hadn’t manned the beery barricades for the past half
century I have no doubt this country would face
similar problems to many other nations in Europe.
I’ve been fortunate in the past few years to have been
invited to beer festivals in Greece, Turkey and
Hungary. They were small but vibrant events,
manned by people with passion for their products
but they painted a picture for me of the massive
roadblocks that stood in the way of independent
brewers.
The figure of 98 per cent kept cropping up. In each
of these countries, global brewers — mainly Carlsberg
and Heineken — account for 98 per cent of all the
beer brewed and sold. It doesn’t leave much room
for new small brewers to ply their trade.
Closer to home, an almost identical situation occurs
in the Irish Republic where Guinness and Heineken
— the latter owns Beamish and Murphy — produce 98
per cent of the country’s beer. There are now a host
of new small breweries but they find it all but
impossible to sell their beers in pubs as most outlets
have loan-tie agreements with the big two. As a
result, the newcomers have to sell to restaurants and
supermarkets and also to export: fortunately, there’s
a strong demand for Irish beer in the United States.
The picture is radically different here. The first Good
Beer Guide published in 1974 listed just over 100
breweries. The current guide has close to 2,000.
Back in 1974 breweries brewed in the main just two
types of beer: mild and bitter. Today there are more
beer styles than you can wave a stick at.
As early as 1976 choice for drinkers improved
dramatically when Allied Breweries, one of the
country’s big national brewers and best known for
Double Diamond keg and Skol lager, launched a
cask ale, Draught Burton Ale. The response from
drinkers was so enthusiastic that the other national
breweries started to either launch cask beers or dust
off existing ones. That sea change wouldn’t have
happened but for CAMRA’s tireless promotion of real
ale.
Beer festivals acted as shop windows for cask and

brought the growing choice to the attention of
drinkers throughout the country. Who would have
organised the festivals if CAMRA hadn’t existed?
A report in 1989 by the Monopolies Commission
into the brewing industry bore out everything
CAMRA had been saying since its inception: that the
‘Big Six’ national brewers acted as a cartel, fixing
prices, overcharging for lager, and keeping smaller
brewers out of the nationals’ pubs. The report led to
the breakup of the Big Six and the rapid increase in
the number of new small breweries.
The small beer revolution gathered pace early this
century when the government introduced
Progressive Beer Duty that effectively halved the
level of tax paid by small brewers. That break
through was the result of a long campaign by the
Campaign and the Society of Independent Brewers —
and it’s fair to say SIBA itself wouldn’t exist if CAMRA
hadn’t laid the ground work.
Today we can be proud of our achievements but we
can’t rest on our laurels. One of the Campaign’s
finest chairmen, the late Joe Goodwin, would say in
his opening address to the annual meeting every year
that there was no room for complacency. That’s as
true today as it was back in the 1980s.
Little or no cask beer has been brewed for the best
part of a year. All pubs have been shut for the same
length of time. When life returns to normal, we will
need to redouble our efforts to save pubs, for without
pubs real ale loses its lifeline.
If nothing else, we have learned over the past 50
years that beer drinkers’ liberty requires eternal
vigilance.
Roger Protz - Taken from the editorial section of the
CAMRA Good Beer Guide

Hertfordshire’s Pulling Together is produced by
the Herts & Essex Borders, North, South
Hertfordshire and Watford & District Branches of
the Campaign for Real Ale (CAMRA). Views
expressed are not necessarily those of the
editor, CAMRA Ltd or its branches.
Trading Standards
If you have a complaint about short measure, lack of a
price list or misleading promotion of products, and fail to
get a satisfactory response, contact:
Citizens Advice consumer helpline
Telephone: 03454 04 05 06
Internet link:
www.citizensadvice.org.uk/consumer/get-morehelp/report-to-trading-standards/#h-how-to-report-atrader-to-trading-standards

Hertfordshire Pub News and CAMRA Events
CAMRA South Herts Branch
prepare for pubs re-opening

39 High Street
Harpenden
Hertfordshire
AL5 2SD
Tel: 01582 763989

W

ith pubs in Hertfordshire being able to
fully open to welcome customers from
21st June, South Herts branch are
preparing to resume holding face-to-face branch
meetings. Are you getting as fed up as me with all
these on-screen meetings?
So, whilst our June branch meeting will still be held
virtually on Zoom, we are planning to hold a
“proper” face-to-face branch meeting on Tuesday
20th July at 8.00pm at the Good Beer Guide pub The
Bull, London Colney AL2 1QU. These arrangements
are still provisional and subject to any further
Government announcements so please check for the
latest news on the branch website:
www.southherts.camra.org.uk
In the meantime, our June branch meeting will be on
Zoom on Tuesday 15th June at 7.30pm.
The Zoom link is below:
https://us02web.us/j/83060382307?pwd=R1FIRTV
qK0hKRS9MRFlvaWlZZzJwdz09
Meeting ID: 830 6038 2307
Passcode: 759761
As pubs reopen, South Herts branch will be resuming
its Pub of the Year and Cider Pub of the Year
competitions and we hope we will be able to
announce our branch winners later this year. These
branch winners will then go forward to find the
Hertfordshire County Pub and Cider Pub winners.
Our branch members are also ready to resurvey all
the 250 pubs in the branch area as soon as pubs open
fully so that we ensure that the details held on
WhatPub (www.whatpub.com) are as up to date as
possible.
For up-to-date news of South Herts branch activities
just log on to our website, and we hope we will see
you at future branch meetings and socials in the
second half of the year.
Cheers
Iain Loe, South Herts CAMRA Chair

Big Smoke in Hertfordshire

B

ig Smoke brewery of Esher, Surrey have
acquired two pubs in Hertfordshire the White
Horse, Welwyn and the White Lion, Sopwell
Lane in St Albans. Big Smoke started at the Antelope
pub Surbiton in 2014 and following expansion
moved to a larger industrial unit - a 30 hectolitre
plant in Esher in 2019. Big Smoke produce a variety
of different beers some of which are unfined. This
appears to be Big Smoke’s first venture north of the
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VISIT US FOR
A warm welcome
Beautiful beer
Green and peaceful garden

Home-prepared food served
Monday to Saturday 12-2pm
www.cross-keys-harpenden.co.uk

Hertfordshire Pub News and CAMRA Events
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Thames. The White Horse and White lion join their
other six pubs the Antelope and the Brewhouse in
Surbiton, the Albion in Kingston, Flintgate in
Weybridge, Lord Raglan in Wokingham and the
Hole in the Wall, Chichester.

Three Horseshoes - Letchmore
Heath

T

he Three Horseshoes in Letchmore Heath is a
Grade II listed building dating back to circa
1560-1570. Originally a Farriers when the pub
was on the route from London to York, the earliest
part of the building is the 16th Century timber hall
with its 17th Century frontage. A substantial
reconstruction took place in 1803. A beer house
since the 18th Century, facing the common and pond
it has a flag-stoned public bar and oak-beamed
lounge now redecorated, with a large garden for the
good weather. The name “Letchmore” is derived
from the Old Saxon “leche mere” meaning muddy
pond.

The pub has featured
in films and numerous
TV programmes since
the 1920s including
the 60’s cult movie
The Village of The
Damned. On TV “The
only Gay in the
village” scenes from Little Britain, The Avengers,
Minder, The Professionals, Loves Kitchen and most
recently Harry Enfield filming scenes for The
Windsors.
The Three Horseshoes was the first building to be
ACV (Asset of Community Value) listed by Hertsmere
Council. The application was made by the
Aldenham Parish Council to protect and maintain
the pub for the local community.
Following on from Historic pubs article featured later
in this edition I thought about the historic pubs in
Hertfordshire, which reminded me of a piece on the
Three Horseshoes that I wrote a while back for this
newsletter. I have since been informed that the Three
Horseshoes is having a major refurbishment
following a change of hands. I hope this is correct
and it does not look like the pub will be opening
soon. Any further information would be gratefully
received.
Steve Bury
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8 Times ‘CAMRA’ South Herts ‘Pub of the Year’
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Hertfordshire Pub Feature
Death of A Unicorn Revisited — Believe in Your Local

T

hey say that Unicorns don’t exist — but I know
otherwise. This one lived in Hertford and it
survived until 1984. I still miss it and I wrote a
piece called ‘Death of A Unicorn’ about its demise
for CAMRA’s Hertfordshire Newsletter 37 years ago,
almost to the day. The Unicorn was a pub in
Hartham Lane - in its own understated way, small
and magical. Its passing away raised little alarm in
Hertford, a town then brimming with even more
pubs than now, but for those that used the Unicorn
the end was abrupt and sad. So, why write about this
now? Well, it’s a stark reminder that if we don’t use
pubs then how can we expect them to remain open.
With so many pubs lost in the last 20 years we really
mustn’t let the side effects of Covid lead to the loss
of many more……
In the 1980’s, I
lived on Folly
Island, a neat and
picturesque
neighbourhood of
mainly
19th
Century terraced
cottages in central
Hertford,
surrounded by the
River Lea and a former mill stream. My ”local”, just
off the island, was the Unicorn (pictured above in
December 1981), a small McMullen pub in the
shadow of the brewery, once terraced itself, and in a
run of similarly-aged cottages as mine, but by then
almost the sole survivor in Hartham Lane because
the majority of the attached houses had become
dilapidated and were demolished some years earlier.
I had used the pub for 3½ years — it was a friendly
place, though by this time frequented mainly by an
older generation of drinkers, keen on the AK and the
quiet conversation and contemplation overseen by
landlords Bob and Trudie Saich. Bob laughed and
leg-pulled gently in whispers, enjoying an
occasional short from the optics and the ever-smiling
Trudie spoke with an endearing accent that gave us
a glimpse of her Silesian origins.
The Unicorn was a traditional local with two bars —
a largish somewhat spartan public bar with dark
polished furniture, a dartboard and a few sparselyspaced paintings and adverts on the nicotine-stained
walls which topped a brown-painted wooden dado.
There was an aperture and counter that acted as a
bar and a door to the internal ladies lavatory — and
another door to the yard at the rear where a simple
urinal and WC offered a chilly winter prospect for

the men. The tiny saloon was behind a bay window
and was warm and carpeted, with a couple of small
tables, a material padded bench, a stool or two at the
bar, a cigarette machine - all facing a welcoming barback with shelves made homely with a range of
unrelated artefacts and water jugs. An overhead
horizontal timber shelf was stocked with capsized
pint jugs which had become less and less frequently
used as people increasingly preferred the simplicity
of straight sleeve glasses. The impressive doilies
covering the water jugs on the bar were the precise
handiwork of Trudie.
Out front, skirting the road, there were some
rectangular tables and benches laid out on the hard
surface, sometimes occupied by families visiting
Hartham Common.
Right:
The
Unicorn still in
its terrace in the
1960’s — photo
courtesy of the
Peter
Ruffles
collection, held
at
Hertford
Museum
Generally, I suppose you could say that the
atmosphere was of a throwback in time. But time is
what I had to invest — the Unicorn was a marvellous
place full of light humour, tales from the past and
well-kept AK — quiet during the week but busier at
the weekend when people crossed the Common to
shop at the town’s Saturday market and when
football results could be compared soon after the
pub re-opened for the evening at 5.30pm. With the
only manufactured sound provided by a tinny
transistor radio, you could imagine that, internally,
the pub had changed little since being built in the
mid-19th century, though old photos display an
external livery that indicate former long-lost glories
when the pub offered “Refreshing Pure Tonic”,
“Genuine Wines and Spirits” and “Dinners”, perhaps
a lure for travellers alighting from trains at the nearby
Cowbridge railway station. The Unicorn was a small
retreat in a world that was leaving it behind.
Left: The Unicorn in a
former heyday at the start of
the 20th Century
As the older drinkers faded
the now isolated pub was
finding it more and more
difficult to survive. To try
and boost interest and trade

Hertfordshire Pub Feature
in the pub we arranged a South Herts CAMRA
branch meeting which was to be proudly held on
Tuesday 20 March 1984. A week earlier at 9.30pm
I went round to ask Bob if everything was still okay
for the meeting. There were only four or five people
in the bar and a silence dropped. Bob looked sadly
over the bar and whispered “No mate, they’re
closing me up”. Though I heard the words clearly, I
stupidly said “Pardon?” and Bob repeated what he
had just said. I was shocked. “When?” I muttered.
“Tonight” said Bob. I looked for some sort of
reassurance from the regulars but this was no passing
joke - there was a glum and resigned look shared by
each of them. Bob pulled me an AK. Things had
been more difficult than he had let on — for some
time he had been struggling to make payments to the
brewery. Now nearing retirement age, I guess Bob
and Trudie just didn’t have the energy, will or skills
to breathe new life and trajectory into the pub — it
was just great the way it was — the way it had always
been - the way they wanted it - though most drinkers
were now being attracted to the brighter lights of
pubs like the burgeoning Old Barge on the other side
of the island which had recently been refurbished
and enlarged inside. It was booming.
Faced with the tragic news of closure, I raced home,
told my wife and we made our way round for last
orders. Well, that night, my friends, last orders were
never called — I even took a stint behind the bar - and
it was about 2am before we left having taken some
photographs and bid farewell. There had been fun
and laughter to the end. The last night was officially
Tuesday 13 March 1984 — but we stretched it well
into the 14th!
Right:
Yours
truly with Bob
and Trudie on
the last night in
1984.
Later
that
morning I woke
with a strange
and confusing
sense
of
bereavement (tangled with a beery hangover). The
thought of my daily commute to London was not
beguiling at all. And how could a pub shut — just like
that?
The Branch approached McMullen’s to see if they
had plans to bring in new tenants but the pub
windows were soon boarded - Mac’s had called a
permanent “Time” on the Unicorn. It had existed for
134 years. We felt that an injection of cash might
have brought the best out of the pub’s location at the
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gateway to the Common — maybe as the brewery tap
— and after all there was sufficient derelict land
adjacent to make a large pub garden, but Mac’s
thought otherwise and the pub was mothballed
becoming a store for furniture and then gradually
falling into disrepair.
Of course, we have no right to expect that Family
Brewers such as Mac’s should retain all of their pubs
forever. Pubs need customers and if they can’t attract
them then we would hope a pub would be sold to
others to give it a try. But the Unicorn sat on the
brewery plot of land thus removing that possibility.
Left: The Unicorn,
boarded days after
closing and, below
right, still fenced and
boarded in 2005.
However, that is not
quite
the
end.
Unicorns cannot be
easily forgotten.
Years
later
McMullen’s
sold
much of their brewery
land for development
(including
the
decaying
Unicorn
building) and on it
now
stands
a
Sainsbury supermarket (below). In the large car park
is a somewhat incongruous open-sided structure
used for parking. It has been said that it sits on the
footprint of the pub, a
requirement
under
Planning. Maybe we
should call it the
Unicorn Stable Block.
Maybe it should have
a blue plaque. Why
not?
Sometimes, small things need to be
commemorated, just as much as big things.
It is worth noting that nearby, since the Unicorn
closed, other community pubs have shut. I suppose
it begs an awkward question for pub lovers - is it
better to have, say, four underused, floundering pubs
in an area or two that are thriving and that continue
serve the community?
As we come out of the pandemic restrictions, in the
coming months, make sure you regularly visit some
of the excellent Hertfordshire pubs near you. They
need us — and our communities need them.
And raise a glass to The Unicorn. Pubs Matter Support Your Local.
Les Middlewood
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Herts Readers Write
Woodman Found
One of the little chronicled closed pubs is the
Woodman in Sandridge. With helpful information
from Mike Eanes, former licensee of the Green Man,
I have located the former pub at 84 High Street. It is
now called Woodman House.

John Crowhurst
Strange Times
It would seem that brewers have been caught out by
the larger numbers of outside drinkers than expected.
Their production is struggling hard to keep up with
demand. It is reported that the Green Man,
Sandridge is unable to obtain its supplies of Abbot
and Side Pocket, and is having to get what it can both
for real ale and keg products.
Goodness knows what will happen when indoor
drinking is permitted and more pubs reopen. It is also
reported that there is a shortage of Marmite which is
produced from brewer’s yeast because of the lack of
brewing. Yeast, I believe, multiplies two four or six
times per brew, I am sure I will be corrected if wrong.
Prof Andrew O’Brien
Ed Says: Since inside drinking has been permitted,
we can confirm that the Green Man has been serving
Tring Side Pocket for a Toad, and that Greene King
Abbot should also be soon available. It has indeed
been a challenging time for pubs and breweries, but
hopefully normal ranges of beers will be available in
all pubs very soon, along with Marmite in shops too.

Any comments, articles or letters for publication are
welcome. Please send to: Steve Bury, 14 New
Road, Shenley, Herts, WD7 9EA. Or send an Email
to us at: pintsofview@hotmail.co.uk
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People, Pubs and Places
Historic Pub Interiors Bulletin

lthough none of the pubs in the article below
are in Hertfordshire they are of great interest.
The last part of the historic pub interiors guide
South East England has just been published by
CAMRA books and it would be good if we had some
volunteers to locate, validate and accredit pubs in
Hertfordshire. The invitation is below.

Volunteers required!
We desperately need help updating our records. This
is to help keep track of opening pubs, and also those
that are remaining shut post lockdown, initially
focusing on the 500 pubs with the most important
historic interiors. We also need to check pub details
that we have on our website, including social media
links. We have recently added the Facebook details
to pub’s pages on the CAMRA Pub Heritage website.
However, the details are drawn from WhatPub as are
the phone number, website and email addresses and
these are, sadly, nowhere near 100% accurate. This
exercise is being co-ordinated by Mick Slaughter. So
if you are interested, and it would be a great help,
please send him an email to:
m.slaughter7@btinternet.com and he will brief you
further on what is required.
You can also send any news on your local Heritage
Pubs to: info@pubheritage.camra.org.uk.
Greater Glasgow & Clyde Valley, CENTRAL BAR,
Renton.
There is highly disappointing news that West
Dunbartonshire
Council
have approved the plans to
convert
this
National
Inventory pub to residential.
This was despite strong
objections
from
Pub
Heritage Group chair Paul
Ainsworth
and
Mick
Slaughter, citing that not
enough had been done to
promote the pub and
demonstrate
lack
of
viability before considering change of use, as
reported in an article in the Daily Record by
journalist Jenny Foulds: Daily Record. The pub is due
for auction and we can only hope that someone who
can see the potential will come forward. Details
here:
Click here to see the entry on the Pub Heritage web
site.
Staffordshire, ANCHOR INN, High Offley.
We have just received the sad news that Olive Cliff,
landlady of the Anchor Inn, has died. Olive ran the

pub, which is
considered
the
best-preserved
canal side pub in
the country, for 50
years. The pub has
been in the family
for 120 years.
Olive’s daughter Elaine, who helps run the pub, says
that they intend to re-open in due course.
Click here to see the entry on the Pub Heritage web
site.
Greater Manchester, RAILWAY, Broadheath.
Mick Slaughter reports that the lease for the Railway
is now under offer. Good news as there was concern
about
this
following on from
reports of a fire at
the
pub
in
December. This
Victorian multiroom pub was
saved
from
demolition and listed grade II following a local
campaign in 1996.
Click here to see the entry on the Pub Heritage web
site.
Greater London West, HOPE & ANCHOR,
Hammersmith.
This 1930s Truman’s pub has now been closed since
2012 with the upper floors converted to residential
in 2016. The pub
itself is now being
advertised for film
locations with no
sign of re-opening.
It featured in the
BBC
detective
drama Strike in
2017. For up-to-date pictures of the interior click site
link for JJ Media . At least the interior is being looked
after. The pub has now been placed on the Pub
Heritage Group ‘At Risk’ list. More news on an
updated at-risk list next month.
Click here to see the entry on the Pub Heritage web
site.
Greater Manchester, PEVERIL OF THE PEAK,
Manchester
Nice article with plenty of history and anecdotes
covering the re-opening of the famous pub and
landlady Nancy Swanick’s 50 years at the helm. the
article claims that Nancy at 91 is the country’s oldest

People, Pubs and Places
landlady See: The
Independent. (By
our
reckoning
Freda Searle of the
Lamb
and
Fountain, Frome,
Somerset is the
oldest landlady of
a CAMRA Heritage Pub at 98 years).
Click here to see the entry on the Pub Heritage web
site.
Staffordshire, DERBY INN, Burton upon Trent.
We reported on the sale of this Regional Inventory
pub in December, unsurprisingly a change of use
application has now been submitted. Paul Ainsworth
has been assisting the local branch in framing their
objection. CAMRA National Chairman, Nik Antona,
has also been quoted in the local press: Staffordshire
Live. As well as questions about the viability, the pub
does not appear to have been marketed sufficiently,
and there is an outstanding ACV application that
requires clarification.
Click here to see the entry on the Pub Heritage web
site.
Local Heritage Lists
The Government has recently allocated funding
(£1.5m) to Historic England to support projects that
will develop or improve local heritage lists; 22 areas
were successful in bidding for this funding. CAMRA
are keen that these lists should include appropriate
pubs. Any locally listed pubs, while not having
statutory protection, will be regarded as nondesignated heritage assets for the purposes of
paragraph 197 of the NPPF. Paul Ainsworth has
circulated a memo to Branches encouraging them to
get involved if they are in a chosen area, and to local
authorities offering CAMRA involvement.
Inns on the Edge
Ian George, Historic Places Manager for Lincolnshire
County Council, has initiated a research pilot project
called ‘Inns on the Edge’, with funding from Historic
England. With a general lack of historic and
architectural information available for pubs in
Lincolnshire the project seeks to gain a better
understanding of the history and community value of
the pubs, and will focus on a 50-mile-long section of
the coastal strip in Lincolnshire. See: BBC East
Yorkshire & Lincolnshire.
Heritage Pubs on film
More film location updates have been forthcoming
with the Hope & Anchor, Hammersmith (see item 3)
and also the Central Bar, Renton (see first item) as
well as Whisky Galore remake, the Central Bar is
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now accredited with being used for the following:
Regeneration (1997); Donovans Quick (2000); A
Shot at Glory (2002) starring Robert Duvall; Young
Adam (2003) starring Ewan McGregor.
Bulletin recipient Dermot Kennedy has contacted us
to share his list of pubs that feature on TV and film:
Pub Gallery including another BBC Strike location:
The Flying Horse in Fitzrovia.
Also thanks goes to Chris Witt, who compiled the
film and TV list featured in Britain’s Best Real
Heritage Pubs — click here on CAMRA Books.
Meanwhile in Peterborough, Mick Slaughter has
been doing sterling work in promoting the cause by
appearing in a feature on BBC’s Bargain Hunt.
Where he discusses heritage pubs with presenter
Natasha Raskin - from location in the Hand & Heart,
Peterborough. See: BBC Bargain Hunt. Well done,
Mick!
More congratulations are also due to Paul Ainsworth,
who has recently been awarded CAMRA
‘Campaigner of the Year’ — Well done Paul, well
deserved!
Please feel free to forward this bulletin to your friends
who are also interested in visiting pubs like these - if
they wish to receive future bulletins direct all they
have to do is sign up by sending an email to
bulletin@pubheritage.camra.org.uk
Tom Chapman. All photos ©Michael Slaughter
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Sobriety Tags to be introduced
in England

S

obriety tags were launched in England on
Wednesday 31 March after the government
reported successful trials had taken place in
Wales. Offenders accused of alcohol-driven crimes
can be ordered to wear a tag which takes a sample
of their sweat every 30 minutes and alerts the
probation service if alcohol is detected. They would
then face further court sentences or fines if caught
breaching a ban.
More than 100 offenders have been tagged since the
scheme launched in Wales in October where
offenders were found to be sober on over 95% of
days monitored. This somehow makes me think that
alcohol was not the cause of their problems.
Figures show that alcohol played a part in 39% of
violent crime, but it is how these statistics were
calculated that needs a second look. Victims are
simply asked if they believed that their assailants had
been drinking, no judgement can be made in
hindsight as to how much they had drunk (whether
they would pass a breathalyser test, for example).
It has been claimed that the social and economic
cost of drink-related crime and harm is around £21.5
billion per year and is seen as one of the drivers of
domestic violence and unprovoked attacks. How
these figures and generalisations are calculated is
unclear. We have been assured that the sobriety tags
will be backed up by targeted professional support,
signposting offenders to the help they need and
helping to prevent future victims. For anyone trying
to get onto an alcohol rehab programme or have
mental health issues dealt with will know that the
resources just aren’t there.
Some successes have been recorded and I applaud
this, but what percentage of those in the trial have
shown improvement?
The tags can distinguish the difference between
drinks and other types of alcohol — such as hand
sanitiser or perfume. They work 24/7 and can also
tell if someone tries to block contact between the tag
and their skin. Of course, regular readers will know
that hand sanitiser from hospitals has been
disappearing for a long time - stolen to be drunk
because of its high alcohol content.
Supervision of offenders in the community is also
being improved with greater powers for probation
officers, novel uses of GPS tags and longer and more
flexible curfews. For example, by having lesser
restrictions Monday to Friday to keep offenders in
work, but stricter curfews of up to 20 hours a day on
weekends.
Steve Bury

DOWN YOUR WAY
This section contains information from a large
number of sources and occasionally errors may
occur. News items are supplied to meet newsletter
deadlines, and which in some cases may
unfortunately be out of date upon publication.
Comments or additional information should be
sent to our contact details opposite.
Bulbourne: The canalside Grand Junction Arms has
been acquired by Oakman Inns from Punch.
Oakman have reported some impressive trading
figures in the 28 sites they have reopened since 12
April so things look promising for the Junction.
Codicote: The Bell Motel, is still boarded up.
Goffs Oak: McMullen's have closed and sold the
Wheelwrights. It's future as a pub looks unlikely but
is currently unclear.
Hertford Heath: The College Arms will sadly be
looking for new tenants as the lease is to be returned
to Punch Taverns. Last day of trading for Tracy and
the current team was 23rd May.
High Cross: The White Horse which has been closed
for some time has made an application to convert to
residential.
Letchmore Heath: The Three Horseshoes is closed
whilst being refurbished. A posting here on
TripAdvisor states the business is temporarily closed
until 30/11/2021. We have been informed it has
changed hands, so any up-to-date information
gratefully received. See article page 8.
London Colney: A new application has been lodged
to convert the Golden Lion closed in 2018 into four
dwellings application number 5/2021/0871.
Nazeing: just across the border in Essex the Black
Swan has lodged plans for two homes to be built next
to the pub.
St Albans: It is reported that the Loch Fyne restaurant
is to be refurbished and re-open in September as the
Hub run by the Healthy Pub Co. Any details on what
they will be serving would be most helpful.
St Ippollitts: The Greyhound closed many years ago
to become
a Chinese restaurant was demolished 1st March. It
used to serve an excellent pint of Adnams in the old
days.
Waltham Cross: The Plough closed for some time is
to be converted to residential.
Whitwell: The Maidens Head has scaffolding across
frontage with what appears be work being
undertaken on the roof.
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South Hertfordshire CAMRA
Tue 15 Jun: Branch Meeting via Zoom Meeting 7:30pm — 9:30pm
Zoom Meeting Link:
https://us02web.us/j/83060382307?pwd=R1FIRTV
qK0hKRS9MRFlvaWlZZzJwdz09
Meeting ID: 830 6038 2307
Passcode: 759761
Tue 20 Jul: Branch Meeting — Bull, London Colney
8pm (subject to the lifting of government restrictions
from 21 June).
North Hertfordshire CAMRA
See branch website for any updates
Herts & Essex Borders CAMRA
See branch website for any updates
Watford & District CAMRA
See branch website for any updates

CAMRA BRANCH CONTACTS
South Hertfordshire CAMRA
Chairman — Iain Loe
Email: iain492002@yahoo.co.uk
Branch Contact: Iain Loe, Email:
realales@yahoo.com
Socials Secretary: Ian Boyd, Tel: 07402 323525
Email: ian.boyd@me.com
Internet: www.hertsale.org.uk
North Hertfordshire CAMRA
Chairman — Paul Coard
Email: chairman@northherts.camra.org.uk
Branch Contact - Jeremy Kitson
Email: secretary@northherts.camra.org.uk
Socials Secretary — Brian Mason
Email: socialsecretary@northherts.camra.org.uk
Internet: www.northherts.camra.org.uk
Herts & Essex Borders CAMRA
Chairman — Brendan Sothcott, Tel: 01279 507493
Minibus Bookings — Call Graham on: 07753266983,
Email: mini-bus@heb-camra.org.uk
Pubs Officer - Vacant, any urgent enquiries to
Chairman Brendan Sothcott.
Socials Contact Email: social@heb-camra.org.uk
Email: Secretary@heb-camra.org.uk
Internet: www.heb-camra.org.uk
Watford & District CAMRA
Branch Contact: Andrew Vaughan.
Email: branch@watford.camra.org.uk
Phone: 01923 230104. Mobile: 07854 988152.
Internet: www.watford.camra.org.uk
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