Introduction

The 331 bus route, operated by Arriva Mondays to
Saturdays and A2B Travel on Sundays, connects
the characterful towns of Hertford, Ware and
Buntingford and the intervening villages. Once
the route leaves the towns we discover rural
Hertfordshire with views over rolling farmland,
woodland and meadows. The River Lea and its
chalk stream tributary, the River Rib, are strong
features in the area.

The trail is for you, whether you want to visit
some traditional country pubs and sample a range
of well-kept cask ales, or you just want to enjoy
some beautiful countryside. To visit more than
one pub on this trail, simply hop on the next bus
from the nearest bus stop, or take a stroll along
one of the footpaths that criss-cross the area.
There is much to find in the towns and villages
included here.

The Hertfordshire Way (a circular walk around
the county) crosses this pub trail at Wadesmill.
The Ordnance Survey Explorer Map No.194 fully
covers the area, marking local footpaths.

Much of the route follows the Roman road of
Ermine Street, which stretches from London,
crossing the River Lea at Ware and continues
to Buntingford, Royston, Cambridge and on to
Lincoln and York.

Real Ale and CAMRA

Real Ale — cask ale — is brewed from the traditional
ingredients of malted barley, hops, water and brewer’s
yeast, then kept in casks which allow for secondary
fermentation and conditioning in the pub cellar. All
pubs in this guide use handpumps to dispense cask-
conditioned beer to the customer. Since 1971 the
Campaign for Real Ale (CAMRA) has fought tirelessly
to promote Real Ale and continues to be the beer
drinker’s foremost champion on matters as diverse
as pub closures and preservation, the scourge of high
Beer Duty levels, Planning, Business Rates and Pub
Company restrictive practices.

CAMRA in Hertfordshire

There are five CAMRA Branches covering
Hertfordshire, three overseeing the area and pubs
entered in this guide. South Hertfordshire Branch
covers Hertford and Ware. Herts and Essex Borders
Branch covers from Wadesmill north to Standon.
Puckeridge, Braughing, Hare Street, Westmill and
Buntingford are covered by North Hertfordshire
Branch. Each Branch offers a range of range of events
including the popular Hitchin (June) and St Albans
(September) Beer Festivals. For more information
consult the branch websites (northherts.camra.org.
uk, heb.camra.org.uk or southherts.camra.org.uk).
New members are always welcome.

Opening Hours

The pubs in this leaflet have varied opening days and
times due to a range of factors including location,
seasonal variations and owner preference. Details
on opening hours are available in CAMRA’s database
camra.org.uk/pubs/ or on individual pub websites

and Facebook pages. Please check with pubs for meal
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McMullen’s of Hertford will celebrate their 200 years
anniversary in 2027 — they have 90 pubs in Hertfordshire,
London and beyond. Mad Squirrel (near Hemel
Hempstead) have a number of pubs in the county.
Other Hertfordshire real ale brewers can sometimes be
representedin the pubs of the area: Look out for cask ales
from Tring Brewery, New River Brewery (Hoddesdon), 3
Brewers of St. Albans (near Wheathampstead), Farr Brew

Local Breweries

(Redbourn), and Buntingford (Therfield). =
Children, Accessibility and Dogs '

The pubs in this guide are pleased to welcome adults
with children so long as they are closely supervised.
However, some may operate time restrictions in the
evening. The pub entries include symbols for wheelchair
accessibility and WC facilities. Most of the pubs in this
leaflet welcome well-behaved dogs though some may
not allow them inside or in eating areas.

About Arriva

Arriva is one of the UK’s leading bus operators in the
South and proudly helps people get where they need
to be every day. They connect communities safely and
reliably, providing local bus services that people can
depend on. Alongside their bus services, Arriva operates
arange of transport solutions across the UK and Europe.

About A2B Travel

A2B Travel Group is an independent family owned
bus operator based in Royston, set up in 2016 by their
MD Brian Clifford. Having grown to 16 buses, they run
mainly local bus services for four local authorities.

They also operate school and college services alongside
rail replacement services and one off bespoke events.
The company has a relatively young vehicle age and
invests in new vehicles yearly to ensure that high
standards and reliability are consistently met.

About Intalink

The Intalink Partnership was established in 1999 as a
collaboration between Hertfordshire County Council,
the bus and train companies who operate across
the county, and the ten local district and borough
councils. The aim of this partnership has always been to
promote passenger transport services as an integrated
network, and to provide publicity and information on
the county’s bus and rail services in a consistent and
co-ordinated manner on-line, in print and on-street.
The partnership also provides the framework for the
provision of Intalink Connect multi-operator ticketing

products, which provide more flexible ticket options.
Using the bus

All the pubs in this leaflet are served by the 331 route. It
runs between Hertford and Buntingford approximately
hourly during the day Mondays to Saturdays (with a
reduced evening service) and 2-hourly on Sundays.
North of Puckeridge the route splits on Mondays to
Saturdays, with alternate journeys operating either via
Braughing and Hare Street, or straight along the Al0
past Westmill and Aspenden. On Sundays all but one
journey each way serve Braughing and Hare Street. The
weekday service is operated by Arriva, while A2B Travel
provide the Sunday buses. The buses stop right outside
some of the pubs, but other pubs can be up to about
a 15-minute walk from the nearest bus stop — this is set
out in the ‘Bus connections to town and villages’ section.
For the pubs in Hertford and Ware there are regular

buses from most major towns in the area, including
St Albans, Hatfield, Welwyn Garden City, Stevenage,
Bishop’s Stortford, Harlow, Hoddesdon and Waltham
Cross. Pubs in Standon, Puckeridge and along the A10 to
Buntingford are also served by Central Connect route
36, which provides a regular service between Bishop’s
Stortford and Buntingford. Timetables for these and
other services operating in Hertfordshire are
available on the Intalink website intalink.org.uk.
Additionally, frequent trains operate between Hertford
East and Ware allowing the trail participants to move

between these two towns quickly.

Single journey tickets are available for each bus trip, but

Buying your ticket

there are other money saving options available for you if

you are planning to hop on and off the bus a few times.
The Intalink Connect ticket offers unlimited travel on
most bus operators’ services in Hertfordshire within
the purchased zone(s). A ticket for one person can be
bought for periods of one day, one week, four weeks
and in ten 1-day bundles. Day tickets of the Intalink
Connect All Zones ticket are also available for groups
of up to four people. Ticket information is available at
intalink.org.uk/ticket-information.

Arriva has a day ticket that gives unlimited travel on
all their routes in Hertfordshire, and full details can
be viewed on arrivabus.co.uk/ticket-info.

*Bus connections to towns and villages

Hertford

The 331 departs from the bus station which is the
closest stop to most of the pubs listed overleaf (max
650m). For the Great Eastern Tavern the nearest stop is
on Ware Road (300m).

Ware
The 331 serves several stops in Ware. Each listed pub is
within 300m of a bus stop, and the map overleaf shows
where the stops are in relation to the pubs. Ware Rail
Station is only 5 minutes walk from the High Street.
Wadesmill

Service 331 stops outside the Feathers Inn.

Standon

Services 331, 36 and 36A stop by the Heron Restaurant
in Station Road (600m).

Puckeridge

Services 331, 36, and 36A stop outside each of the two
pubs.

Braughing

Services 331, 36 and 36A stop outside the Golden
Fleece in Green End. This stop is 450m from the other
two pubs, accessed by taking the footpath adjacent
to the Golden Fleece.

Hare Street

Service 331 stops in Mead Villa (B1368) at Swan Lane
stop (350m).

Westmill

Services 331 and 36 stop on the A10 (Westmill Turn
stop) (800m). Please note there is no pavement from
the bus stop to the village. Please take care in the road.
Aspenden

Services 331,18 and 36 stop on London Road (Aspenden
Road stop) (1100m). Note: This stop is only served by
the buses that run direct along the Al0. The nearest
stop for the 331 buses that run via Hare Street is at the
Crown Inn in the High Street (1400m).

Buntingford

Services 331 and 18, 36, 36A, 37, 37X all stop outside
the Crown in the High Street. The Black Bull is 100m
north. The Fox and Duck is further north and turn
right into Church Street.
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Scan this QR code with your mobile:

Of: A0 to read more about the Intalink
Partnership and to get help with
timetables, maps and journey
planning intalink.org.uk

for timetable for service 331

for CAMRA Membership and
Benefits camra.org.uk

for Arriva website
arrivabus.co.uk

for A2B Travel Group website
a2bbusandcoach.com

Contact Intalink

via post using our freepost address:
Freepost INTALINK

via phone 0300 123 4050

via our website

For Arriva/A2B Travel and CAMRA contact details,
please visit their websites using QR code provided

above.
All the information contained within this leaflet was correct at the time of
publication and given in good faith. However, the County Council and CAMRA

cannot be held responsible for any errors or omissions. We would, however,
appreciate notification so that errors can be corrected.

Publication date: April 2026
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https://heb.camra.org.uk/
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